The purpose of this column is to recommend current Judaica reference sources, both general and specialized. It is intended to serve as a guide to new tools for scholarly research as well as to more popular, but reliable, works. The annotations describe the scope, arrangement, and use of each work.
This column lists selected reference materials that appeared in 2001. The last issue of Judaica Librarianship, Volume 10, Number 1-2, Spring 1999-Winter 2000, listed Judaica reference works published from 1994-1996. The fourth work by Beider on Jewish onomastics. The dictionary section contains 15,000 given names-based upon 735 root names. Under each root name there is a detailed description of the etymology of the name, a schematic list of the variant and derivative names, and many references to the variations of the root names, the earliest of which dates to the 11 th century. In the introductory chapters, Beider provides a comprehensive linguistic analysis of Ashkenazic given names, traces migratory patterns, and discusses the origins and development of Yiddish and the non-Yiddish languages spoken by Jews in medieval and early modern Europe. There are numerous tables, several appendices, and name indexes in Latin, Hebrew, and Cyrillic characters.
3. Singerman, Robert; edited by David L. Gold. Jewish Given Names and Family Names: A New Bibliography. Leiden: Brill, 2001. 245 p. ISBN 9004121897. $64.00 This new edition of Singerman's Jewish and Hebrew Onomastics: A Bibliography (New York: Garland, 1977) contains almost three times as many entries as the 1 st edition. There are more than 3,000 books, essays in books, and articles on Jewish given names and family names. Both scholarly and non-scholarly studies are included, spanning 3,500 years of Jewish history and the entire reach of the diaspora. Entries are listed topically, under such headings as Biblical Names, Names in Divorce, Women's Names and Naming, Yiddish Names, and Sephardic Names, but the approach is primarily geographic. Thus publications about Sephardic Jews in Bulgaria are listed in the section under Bulgaria rather than under Sephardic Names. The initial volume of a new project to classify and describe the Arabic portion of the Genizah Collection. The subject matter of the 8,000 fragments includes literary material, private and business letters, legal documents, merchant accounts, and school exercise books. As such, it provides a glimpse into everyday life of Jews in Arab lands close to one thousand years ago. Indexes and a bibliography provide access to Jewish and Arab authors and to subjects.
Dead Sea Scrolls 6. Pinnick, Avital. The Orion Center Bibliography of the Dead Sea Scrolls (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) . Leiden: Brill, 2001. 232 This guide is meant to enable members of the Society and others who are researching their German and Austrian ancestors to conduct research in both the United Kingdom and abroad. It is divided into three sections, one on Germany, another on Austria, and the third for general information. Topics include the use of vital records in the UK and in Germany and Austria, archives, museums, synagogues, concentration camps, deportation lists, and other Holocaust research. Included are German terms, the German script alphabet, and phrases for writing standard letters in German for the researcher. The guide is indexed.
Wenzerul, Rosemary, ed. A Beginner's Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Britain.
No. 1 in the series-A Guide to Jewish Genealogy. 2 nd rev. ed. London: The Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain, 2001. 80 p. ISBN 0953766934. $10.00. This is the first publication in the "Jewish Ancestors" series of booklets by The Jewish Genealogical Society of Britain. Members of the Society have written the different sections. These include topics such as Using Public Records, Reading Headstones, Using a Computer in Genealogy, Research Abroad, Glossary of Yiddish Terms, and References in "Shemot," the newsletter of the Society. There is an index. The editors present this book as a resource guide for teaching about the Holocaust in secondary schools. It is part of a larger effort to develop entire curricula devoted to the Shoah and guidelines for teaching the history of the Holocaust in school systems in at least seventeen U.S. states. More than a dozen chapters written by specialists examine a variety of strategies across the educational curriculum that include the use of primary documents, firstperson accounts, film, art, drama, music, and the Internet. There is a selected annotated bibliography of Holocaust films, education, and other resources. This publication grew out of surveys and analyses of pertinent issues about the Arab-Israeli conflict published by the Near East Report. It last appeared in hard copy in 1992. Since then, AICE has been producing an online version that is hyperlinked and constantly updated at: http://www.JewishVirtualLibrary.org. Listed under more than two-dozen subject headings, there are dozens of myths and responses to them, offering documented facts to explain the complex issues involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. The text also contains an index, maps, a list of internet resources, and key published documents on Middle East peace negotiations. In newly post-apartheid South Africa, the editor's introduction and the selections from the works of 15 different authors, "trace the construction of memory and racial identity in South African Jewish literary and cultural history." Both current and some older writing are included. in Britain Since 1945 . Nottingham, Britain: Five Leaves Publications, 2001 .
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Lawson, Peter, editor. Jewish Poetry
This publication is the first anthology of Jewish poetry in Britain. The editor selected the works of twenty British authors, who are "members of a minority group, who write as Jews because of specific social, cultural and historical experiences." Yet Lawson also notes, in his introduction to the poets and the themes that run through the anthology, that only a few of the poems in the anthology bear directly on Judaism.
25. Lerner, Michael, editor. Best Contemporary Jewish Writing. San Francisco, CA: -Bass, 2001. 436 p. ISBN 0787959723. $27.50; 0787959367 (paperback) . $18.95.
Jossey
Rabbi Michael Lerner, editor of Tikkun magazine, has selected for this initial annual of Jewish writing, works that reflect "the fundamental Jewish project of healing and transformation, both personal transformation and healing of the world..." The essays, poems, and short pieces of fiction by wellknown and newer writers are in several categories, all of which attempt to "capture or imaginatively suggest some aspect of our contemporary Jewish situation." There is also a list of one hundred books available in English and written since 1985 that a panel of experts have deemed to be "central to contemporary Jewish history. Translations from selected works of a dozen Polish-Jewish writers. Jewish tradition and identity are of primary concern to these authors; their main theme has focused on the Holocaust and its implications. Four writers were already established before World War II, three had not yet entered the literary scene before the war, and the rest were adolescents or children during the Holocaust. A revised edition of Leo Rosten's 1968 classic, Joys of Yiddish, a lexicon of Yiddish words and phrases that are now part of everyday English language. Lawrence Bush, in consultation with Rosten's daughters, has added commentary to the original text in the form of footnotes. He has also added notes about the history of Yiddish, its current revival, and the changes in American Jewish life since the book first appeared, including new roles for women in American Jewish life, changes in Jewish denominational life, Jewish spirituality, and the renaissance of Jewish identity and its counterpart, the complete Jewish entry into mainstream American life. Alphabetical entries present spelling variations, a guide to pronunciations, definitions, and cross references. Usage is often illustrated through Biblical and Talmudic references, but more often than not, through anec-dotes and jokes as well. An English-Yiddish dictionary is appended to this edition. This book is the effort of the entire faculty of The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership (CLAL), which represents all denominations of Judaism. A brief explanatory note, a meditation, a ritual, a blessing (in Hebrew, English transliteration, and English translation), and Jewish teachings are presented for more than one hundred different events and holidays. Culled from both traditional and contemporary sources, the book offers opportunities to sanctify almost any moment. In addition to the rituals associated with the life cycle, holidays, charity, learning, and healing, the work includes rituals to mark gardening, going to work, running a marathon, and sending a child to college, among others. This guide by freelance journalist and former editor Toni Kamins provides the tourist with information on sightseeing, hotels, transportation, and the many kosher food resources available to travelers in France. There is a list of French terms for kosher fish. An introductory chapter gives a historical overview of the Jews in France, beginning with the earliest settlement almost two millennia ago. Subsequent chapters on more than a dozen regions contain brief histories of individual communities, walking tours, and Jewish sites Peggy K. Pearlstein is the Area Specialist in the Hebraic Section of the Library of Congress. She holds an M.L.S. and a Ph.D. in American Jewish and cultural history from George Washington University. She currently is the elected Vice-President of the AJL Research and Special Libraries Division, and chairs the Bibliography and Reference Awards Committee.
